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destination in time; a more signal instance could sc^raelybe       0;<
afforded of the value of railways to India.                    '. "\v          / /

Thus the famine of 1874 was over; the deaths from starvation""^ '
were so few compared to the many millions concerned, that
practically there had been no loss of life. The health of the
people had been sustained, agriculture was unimpaired, the re-
sources of the country remained uninjured, even the revenues
were nearly all realized. But there had been a large expendi-
ture, which however had been exactly foreseen, and to which
the Government had made up its mind beforehand.

But when the immunity from loss of life is chronicled it must
be thankfully remembered that there was no epidemic of cholera,
small-pox, fever, or the like. Indeed throughout this trying
time the public health was remarkably good. This is very
unlike the experience of other famines, when these fell diseases
have come to aggravate the misery arising from want. Such
freedom from, collateral or concomitant calamity cannot be
wholly explained by any known circumstances. One fortunate
cause however was this, that in Behar the streams rising in the
lower ranges of the Himalayas, while no longer, navigable, had
yet a good supply of drinking water. The fact, that in time of
drought the water supply often becomes impure, is one reason
why cholera prevails usually during famine.

Despite success which owing to the mercy of Providence had
been unique in the history of Indian famines, and exceeded
any hopes we ever dared to entertain, there emanated from some
quarters an unaccountably bitter criticism, directed chiefly
against the expense. By an irony of fate it was actually
argued that the danger of famine could not have been extremely
urgent because it had been successfully overcome. This argu-
ment was hardly worth considering in the face of .the patent,
indeed the notorious, facts of the time as known to a host of
witnesses. It were bootless perhaps to divine the reasons of
that hostility; the criticism possibly arose from the disappoint-
ment felt by some traders who thought that if the Government
had not interposed so effectually some further opportunities
might have presented themselves to trade. In fact, however, the